
Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest

Below are written descriptions and images of fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of the fungal species in this 

ectomycorrhizal association. The information is from the web version of the Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific 

Northwest (MMPNW) created by the Canadian Forest Service and based on the Windows MMPNW version 1.3 by 

Ian and Eli Gibson.

Click for further information about MMPNW

Many illustrations need confirmation. Do not use this information to determine edibility.

I have read and agreed to the disclaimer and copyright information.

LATIN NAME(S)  Hebeloma mesophaeum  (Fr.) Quelet group Arora

ENGLISH NAME(S)  veiled Hebeloma, dark-centered Hebeloma

NOTES  there are over 90 veiled Hebelomas in western North America and Arora, from whom the description below 
derived, uses the group name to include a large number of Hebelomas that have a veil at least when young; there are 
many non-veiled Hebelomas as well but a large proportion are undescribed; WA, ID, CO, and others

CAP  2-6.5cm, convex or umbonate, expanding to flat or uplifted, margin inrolled when young; color variable but 
usually dark brown to winy-brown or reddish-brown at the center and paler (grayish, pinkish, buff, or even whitish) at 
margin, often fading when old; smooth, viscid when moist but soon dry, and often with patches of veil remnants at or 
near the margin

FLESH  brownish or whitish

GILLS  adnate to adnexed or notched, close, broad; whitish or grayish becoming brown, finally dull brown; edges 
usually whitish

STEM  3-8cm x 0.3-0.8(1.0)cm, more or less equal, fibrillose, whitish to dingy brownish, slowly becoming dark brown 
from base up, top often farinaceous

VEIL  thin cobwebby-fibrillose, whitish to grayish or buff, disappearing or forming a slight fibrillose zone on stem

ODOR  typically radishlike, but can be mild or pungent

TASTE  typically radishlike, but can be mild or bitter

HABITAT  scattered to gregarious on ground in woods and near trees

SPORE DEPOSIT  brown

MICROSCOPIC  spores 7-11 x 5-7 microns, elliptic, minutely rough; pleurocystidia absent and cheilocystidia present

NAME ORIGIN  means "dark in the center"

SIMILAR  Inocybe but smooth cap; like Cortinarius but brown rather than rusty brown spores

SOURCES  Arora*, Ammirati*, Bessette(2)*, Schalkwijk-Barendsen*, Courtecuisse*

FAMILY  Bolbitiaceae of Order Agaricales
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